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August 1, 2013

Marlene H. Dortch, Esquire

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission

445 12" Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Re: Notice of Ex Parte Communication
GN Docket No. 12-268
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On Tuesday, July 30, 2013, the representatives of the Alaska Broadcasters Association named in
the attached list met with Commissioner Ajit Pai and his Legal Advisor, Nicholas Degani, in Anchorage,
Alaska, and discussed the contents of the attached letter provided to Commissioner Pai at the meeting.
The letter and the discussion stressed the importance of protecting the hundreds of television translators
and low power television stations that provide vital over-the-air television service to vast areas of rural

Alaska.

Enclosures

Respectfully submitted,
Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, PLC

%rank R. Jazzo

Counsel to Alaska Broadcilsters Association

CC: Honorable Commissioner Ajit Pai (by e-mail)
Nicholas Degani, Esquire (by e-mail)

FLETCHER, HEALD & HILDRETH, P.L.C.
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July 30, 2013
BY HAND DELIVERY

Honorable Commissioner Ajit Pai
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re:  Ex Parte Communication, GN Docket No. 12-268
Dear Commissioner Pai:

The Alaska Broadcasters Association, representing radio and television broadcasters
across Alaska, submits this letter to request that the Commission, as it develops its repacking
plan, protect the spectrum used by hundreds of television translator stations to provide service to
rural Alaska.

Much of Alaska receives its only over-the-air television service over television translators
and low-power television (“LPTV") stations. The communities spread out over the Kenai
Peninsula receive their service from a string of television translators licensed to Anchorage
stations. Several network affiliates in Alaska’s smaller markets also transmit over LPTV
facilities. And, perhaps most significantly, the state-operated Alaska Rural Communications
System (“ARCS") serves 200 or more communities in rural Alaska — communities with little
other access to video services — through a network of television translator stations.

The FCC’s database shows that there are 319 licensed and applied-for analog LPTV
stations, and 76 licensed and applied-for digital LPTV stations in Alaska communities. The
State of Alaska is in the process of replacing the ARCS analog television translators in rural
areas with digital television translators, prior to the September 2015 date to eliminate analog
LPTYV service.

Alaska television broadcasters and the Alaska Broadcasters Association ask that the FCC
consider Alaska’s unique needs and protect these LPTV and television translator services. While
the spectrum used by most Alaska LPTV and television translator stations — many of which
operate on VHF channels - is unlikely to be valuable for wireless broadband service, there is a
risk that a broadly written FCC decision to clear spectrum in the lower 48 states could have an
adverse effect in Alaska with no corresponding benefit to anyone.
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To the extent possible, Alaska Broadcasters also request that the Commission leave these
stations on their present channels. Since the cost of moving LPTV and television translator
stations is not reimbursable under the Spectrum Act, and few — if any — of these stations generate
significant revenues, requiring them to obtain new equipment to change channels could similarly
make it impossible for them to continue in operation, thus denying vital broadcast service to the
public.

Respectfully submitted,

President
Alaska Broadcasters Association

cc: GN Docket No. 12-268 (by ECFS)
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